
May 20, 2020  

As directors of the Loretto Retreat Centers, 
we have been touched by the letters of 
concern and the  prayers you have offered for 
the Loretto Community.   Thank you!  
 
Conversations about reopening are taking 
place across the country and we, too, are 
considering when and how to reopen Knobs 
Haven and Cedars of Peace. Our primary 
considerations, of course,  are the health and 
safety of those who come for retreat as well  
as those who l ive and work at the 
Motherhouse. 

 

While much remains unknown about how the easing of restrictions  wil l  
impact the spread of COVID -19, i t is becoming clearer that:  
 

x  We wil l  be closed at least through June. 
x  The cabins at Cedars of  Peace wil l  l ikely reopen before Knobs Haven.  
x  The reopening wil l  be gradual  and wil l  proceed according to 

developments with the spread of the virus.  
x  When we do reopen, we anticipate a temporary reduction in the 

number of people we can accommodate, as well  as a temporary 
modif ication of the offerings we are able to provide.  

 
Knobs and Cedars are fortunate participants in  a c ollaboration of retreat 
centers across the US and into Canada.  Weekly 90 -minute teleconferences 
have included the frequent sharing and updating of best practices dur ing 
these COVID-19 t imes.  Of  course, we are curr ently developing our own 
protocols in collaboration with the Mothe rhouse nursing home administrator 
and the service coordinator.  
 
The global pandemic is challenging us to look at who we are as human beings 
al ive on this  earth at this  time , and we believe that retreat centers play a 
critical  role in fostering the transformation that is  desperately needed.   May 
we have the courage and compassion to keep our hearts open to what is 
being revealed…  
 
 

   JoAnn Gates   Susan Classen 
   Knobs Haven   Cedars of Peace 

 


