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Historically, pandemics have forced humans to  
break with the past and imagine their  
world anew.  This one is no different.  

 It is a portal, a gateway 
 between one world and the next.   

                            Arundhati Roy 
 
Arundhati Roy describes the pandemic as a portal through 
which we imagine the world anew.  As we have been 
communicating with retreatants these months, we are 
starkly reminded that many people depend on the kind of 
space we provide at Loretto Motherhouse to gain the 
wisdom and insight needed to pass through the portal.  
Grounded, peaceful spaces are essential to the 
challenging work of our times.  

 
Cedars of Peace 

The retreat cabins reopened on August 1, and we are happy that everything has gone 
smoothly.  Leaving some necessary fallow time between retreatants reduces the number 
of persons we can accommodate, but those who come are deeply grateful to be here.   
 
We have developed clear protocols to ensure the safety of retreatants, Motherhouse 
residents and retreat center staff.  Because interaction with others is strictly limited at 
this time, it is our hope that the experience of solitude at Cedars is actually deepened.  
 

Knobs Haven 
Knobs Haven remains closed at this time in an effort to reduce the potential for  
Covid-19 contagion. We are currently working on a major renovation of the kitchen in 
the KH house, to be followed (we hope!) by an equally significant make-over of the 
kitchen and bathroom in the KH Academy Building space. These renovations will allow 
for the return of retreat groups even before the Motherhouse Community dining area is 
reopened. Please see the home page of this website for more information. 
 
We are closely and continually monitoring the Covid situation, eager to reopen as soon 
as we believe it is safe to do so.  
 

Loretto Retreat Center Future Planning 
Loretto Community members and staff are aware of the need to plan for the future of 
the Motherhouse as a whole; planning for the retreat centers is part of that integrated 
effort.  We will be putting together an Advisory Group, putting in writing our values and 
policies, and examining ourselves as a community in order to provide a more welcoming 
atmosphere to a wide diversity of people.  


